The study aimed to develop the Inclusive Education Support Assessment Tool(IE-SAT) in order to verify the effects of the dispatch of special needs education supporters, which has been carried out by the Government of Japan. The results of the verification of the content validity for the composition and features of this tool and the formation of its domains and items will be introduced in this article.
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Ⅰ. The Theme and Purposes of Study
In 2007, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology prescribed the good education for children with disabilities in the Notification about the Implementation of Special Needs Education. It was also clearly stipulated that the proper education should be given to the children who have special needs for education from elementary to high schools in the Notification by implementing special needs education in all the schools that have the children who needs special educational support.
As the number of children with disabilities has increased in elementary and middle schools, it is estimated that the children who require special supports for their education due to the learning disabilities (LD), ADHD, Asperger syndrome, etc. account for the 6.5 percent in the regular classes(Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, 2012). However, the necessary supports for their special needs for education have not been properly provided because of the short manpower. According to the survey on the dispatch of special needs education supporters in elementary and middle schools by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology in 2006, 13,616 supporters were working at 8,922 elementary and middle schools. The local fiscal measures that enabled the expense for the dispatch of special needs education supporters to be paid from the local government budget was announced in 2007 and since then, the number of special needs education supporters has increased nationwide with dispatching them to public kindergartens since 2009 and to public high schools since 2011. In 2014, 49,706 of special needs education supporters were dispatched by using 53 billion Yen through local fiscal measures, which is the amount of budget that can dispatch 46,300 special needs education supporters; 5,638 to public kindergarten, 43,586 to public elementary and middle schools and 482 to public high schools. The number of special needs education supporters has increased steadily ( Table 1) . Children can get assistance and supports for their learning and living from special needs education supporters at School by the dispatch of special needs education supporters (Chamoto & Kikuchi, 2014) . Moreover, the results of the survey on the special needs education supporters also showed that they have positively affected the children and others; there were a lot of responses implying that the performance of special needs education supporters is effective (Hosoya, Kitamura & Igarashi, 2014).
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There, however, are also some problems that have been revealed such as the lack of the knowledge about and experience of special needs education and the absence of the nationwide data to scientifically verify whether the special needs education supporters have properly performed their jobs in the field of special needs education. Moreover, the dispatch and utilization of special needs education supporters have depended on the judgment of each local government, for there is no regulation for the budget for the dispatch of special needs education supporters in the School Education Act and the budget for the dispatch of special needs education supporters is included in the tax revenue allocated to local governments which is the general revenue. The situation even
happened that the budget that should have been used for the dispatch and utilization of special needs education supporters was used for other projects; for example, in 2008, even though 36 billion Yen (the amount of budget that can dispatch 30,000 special needs It, however, was impossible to verify the educational effects of the dispatch of special needs education supporters, because there was no tool to measure them. Therefore, this study aimed to develop Inclusive Education Support Assessment Tool (IE-SAT) that enables to measure the effects of the dispatch of special needs education supporters.
Ⅱ. Structure and Features
IE-SAT is the tool to measure the performance of support system for children with disabilities within a school including special needs education supporters based on the concept of inclusive education. IE-SAT consists of three domains and 10 items including network, supports for learning and supports for living. Evaluators can give the scores between one and five for 10 items and quantitatively measure the performance of special needs education supporters in the supportive system of schools for students with disabilities. To properly respond to the needs of students with developmental disabilities in regular classes 〇2 To support the students with disabilities who have been approved to study at the regular elementary and middle schools 〇3 To support the adjustment of students who need special supports due to their disabilities to school life among the students who attend high schools 〇4 To assist the central roles of special needs schools 1 Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (2011) <Table 3> Inclusive Education Assessment Tool (IEAT)
IEAT
Guarantee of Rights
Has the right to education been guaranteed?
Has the extracurricular activities been guaranteed?
Has the equal opportunity been secured?
Improvement in Environment
Have the efforts been taken to improve the learning environment?
Have the efforts been taken to improve the expertise of teachers?
Have the opportunities for inclusive learning been provided? Have the network among various professionals (or organizations) such as health, medicine, welfare and labor and among parents been formed and operated?
Reform in Curriculums
Have the efforts to improve the independence of students been taken?
Have the efforts for the participation of community in the inclusive education been taken?
Have the efforts to promote the awareness of disabilities been taken? Have the efforts for the cultivation of the leaders who work for inclusive society been taken?
Han, Yano & Yonemizu (2015) Ⅲ
. Q4. Has the special needs education supporter participated in the committee for supporting the learning and living of students with disabilities?
Domains of IE-SAT
Ⅳ. Definitions of Items
Whether the special needs education supporters are allowed to participate in the committee for supporting the learning and living of students with disabilities and to freely express their opinions in the committee is evaluated. If special needs education supporters are not allowed to participate in the committee, but are only supposed to write daily records, they should answer that they don't participate in the committee.
❷ Supports for Learning Q5. Have the students with disabilities become to receive more supports for the individual learning activities through the special needs education supporter?
Whether the supports of special needs education supporters enable students to understand the contents of classes more and to be provided with more help is evaluated. The supports for learning for students include note-taking by special needs education supporters, the assistance for moving between classrooms and the efforts on the prevention from hurting themselves.
Q6. Have students with disabilities become to receive more supports for their group learning activities through the special needs education supporter?
Whether the dispatch of special needs education supporters enables students to receive more supports for the communication during classes is evaluated.
Q7. Have students with disabilities become to receive more supports for their learning activities outside of schools through the special needs education supporter?
Whether the more supports for learning activities of students such as the group activities with classmates or other students, school excursion, field trip and outdoor camp program for one night and two day have been provided through the dispatch of special needs education supporters is evaluated.
❸ Supports for Living
Q8. Have students with disabilities become to receive more supports for fostering independence in the daily activities of living within a school through the special needs education supporter?
Whether the more supports for fostering independence in the daily activities of living within a school such as changing clothes, using toilet, eating, taking medicine, moving, arranging things and managing schedule have been provided through special needs education supporters is evaluated.
Services Q9. Have students with disabilities become to receive more supports for fostering independence in the group activities through special needs education supporters?
Whether the more supports for performing activities during classes and classroom-cleaning time have been provided through special needs education supporters is evaluated.
Q10. Has the understanding of the disabilities of both students with and without disabilities been improved through the special needs education supporter?
Whether the understanding of the difficulty that the students with disabilities have in daily activities of living such as changing clothes, using toilet, eating, taking medicine, moving, arranging things and managing schedule has been heightened among students without disabilities through special needs education supporters is evaluated. The efforts to improve the awareness of disabilities among students without disabilities are also included in the evaluation.
Ⅴ. Evaluation
All the scores of 10 questions are added; four questions in the domain of network, three in supports for learning and three in supports for living, which were given the score between one and five. The score of each question is doubled and added; the perfect score of total is 100.
The evaluation with using this tool is applied for each special needs education supporter; if one special needs education supporter cares more than one student, the evaluation can be implemented for the supports for one student who most needs the supports of special needs education supporter.
The evaluators who evaluate the performance of special needs education supporters may be special needs education supporters, administrators, special needs education coordinators and homeroom teachers, but the evaluators must not modify the results of evaluation results.
For the most desirable results, the integrated evaluation results that are obtained from separately implementing the evaluations by special needs education supporters, homeroom teachers, special needs education coordinators and administrators for the performance of each special needs education supporter should be submitted to the committee for supporting the learning and living of students with disabilities and discussed to improve their performance.
Ⅵ. Face Sheet
The face sheet includes the information on the student with disabilities who is the subject of the supports of a special needs education supporter such as grade, age and types of disabilities and the information on the special needs education supporter such as
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Services age, gender, whether to hold teacher's license or not, the period working as a special needs education supporter, the period working as a teacher, the time of education about special needs education within one year and previous occupation.
<Table 4> Face sheet
Inclusive Education Support Assessment Tool (IE-SAT)
-The tool to evaluate the performance of special needs education supporters in the implementation of inclusive education Inclusive Education Support Assessment Tool (IE-SAT) is the tool to evaluate the support system for students with disabilities by utilizing the special needs education supporters in the perspective of inclusive education. This tool should be filled for each special needs education supporter.
Student who is provided supports by one special needs education supporter
The number of students who are provided supports by one special needs education supporter is [ ].
(When a special needs education supporter provides supports to more than one student, please write the information on one student who most needs the supports.) To verify the validity of IE-SAT (tentative), the survey was implemented for 135 in-service teachers in August, 2015. Before distributing questionnaires, the information on special needs education, current state of the special needs education supporters and inclusive education was explained to those teachers for about two hours. The questionnaires were distributed to only teachers who consented to survey after sufficient explanation for the purpose of research and ample time for questions and answers. The number of teachers who participated in the survey is shown in Table 5 .
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The 123 questionnaires (91.1%) out of 135 distributed questionnaires were valid. The results of the survey on the content validity for the 10 items of three domains of IE-SAT (tentative) are shown in Table 6 . In results, 95 percent of respondents answered that all the 10 items of three domains are valid. Even though there were negative responses, it may be interpreted as the lack of the knowledge of special needs education supporters.
The manual for IE-SAT was edited to include the specific examples, because there were five responses having told that the definitions on network and supports for learning outside of school need to be more elaborated. Through the abovementioned process of content validity, IE-SAT has been finally developed (See Table 7 ). Have the students with disabilities become to receive more supports for the individual learning activities through the special needs education supporter?
The supports for the individual student's learning activities refers to the direct supports for learning to improve the level of understanding the contents of classes such as the assistance for note-taking. 
Q6
Have students with disabilities become to receive more supports for their group learning activities through the special needs education supporter?
The supports for group learning activities refer to the supports for students with disabilities to improve the communication with other students without disabilities in the situation of the presentation during classes or small talking with friends. 
Q7
Have students with disabilities become to receive more supports for their learning activities outside of schools through the special needs education supporter? ➌Life Support
Q8
Have students with disabilities become to receive more supports for fostering independence in the daily activities of living within a school through the special needs education supporter?
The supports for fostering independence in the daily activities of living within a school refers to providing helps for the activities such as changing clothes, using toilet, eating, taking medicine, moving, arranging things and managing schedule. 
Q9
Have students with disabilities become to receive more supports for fostering independence in the group activities through special needs education supporters?
The supports for fostering independence in the group activities refers to helping students with disabilities in performing activities during classes and classroom-cleaning time. 
Q10
Has the understanding of the disabilities of both students with and without disabilities been improved through the special needs education supporter? Calculation Double the subtotals of three domains and add all three subtotals. Perfect score is 100.
